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Explore Morpeth’s Hidden Gems 
 

Do Something New! Thursday 10 – Sunday 13 September 

www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

 
 

This week, many of Morpeth’s oldest buildings will play host to fascinating new experiences, 

celebrating hidden histories and heritage of the town. From Thursday to Sunday, local people will 
stage over 20 free events, highlighting aspects of Morpeth from medieval times to the modern day. 

For the 10th year running, Morpeth is flinging open its doors for the national Heritage Open Days, 
this year providing Northumberland’s biggest selection of activities for all the family. 

 

The town centre’s oldest building, the medieval Chantry Bagpipe Museum, hosts a new audio-

visual presentation exploring the experiences of local people in World War 1, through traditions 

such as rapper and clog dancing, and folk song. The Great War also provides the focus for a two 

day exhibition in the Town Hall, specially curated by Morpeth Antiquarian Society in association 

with KEVI school, about the men commemorated on the school’s war memorial. A smaller 

exhibition of artefacts from the trenches includes a trench cake from an authentic wartime recipe!  

 

Walks and tours will open up unexplored areas of the town and surrounding area. On Thursday, 

the town’s priceless collection of civic artefacts and silver will be on display in the Town Hall 

Mayor’s Parlour, while over at St Robert’s Church, guides will be on hand to show the hidden 

frescos, only recently revealed during restoration work. Further afield, heritage walks explore the 

picturesque local landmarks of Cresswell, Mitford and Coquetdale. 

 

Renowned folk singer Pete Wood will be giving an evening of musical entertainment in ‘Songs of 

Collingwood and the Napoleonic Era’ on Thursday evening, while on Thursday and Friday 

morning, commuters and visitors can see a small exhibition at the Railway Station on the history of 

this grade two listed building, along with the current Heritage Lottery Fund plans for redeveloping 

and restoring its period features. 

 

The organisers of the weekend, Greater Morpeth Development Trust, are delighted to welcome 

Longhorsley Village Hall to the programme for the first time: here you can peruse the hall’s 

displays and stalls or take a self-guided walk around the historic buildings of the settlement, 

including the 18th century disused church. 

 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


Back in Morpeth, by popular demand on Saturday the Clock Tower again offers tours and a 

chance to have a go at ringing, and there’s an opportunity on Sunday for families to visit Morpeth’s 

‘hidden oasis’, the Old Bakehouse Millennium Green, where you can find out more about the 

town’s ancient layout – while enjoying some freshly baked drop scones! 

 

For details of these and other Heritage Open Days events, visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk or 

pick up a leaflet at Morpeth Chantry TIC. To book a place on a Clock Tower tour, please call 

Greater Morpeth Development Trust on 01670 503866. 
 

 

 
Notes to Editors:  
 
About Heritage Open Days 

 

• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust, and run locally by a large 

range of organisations (including civic societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions 

and thousands of enthusiastic volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 countries. Other 

events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open Doors Days in Wales 

(http://cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Days in Northern Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); 

Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk). 

 

About People’s Postcode Lottery 

 

• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes while raising 

money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally  

• People’s Postcode Lottery is an External Lottery Manager and manages multiple society lotteries promoted by 

different causes supporting a range of good causes. For details on which society lottery is running each week, 

visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society  

• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under certificate nr 829-N-102511-009 and 

829-R-102513-008. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR 

• People’s Postcode Lottery players support the following Trusts – Postcode African Trust, Postcode Animal 

Trust, Postcode Care Trust, Postcode Children Trust, Postcode Community Trust, Postcode Culture Trust, 

Postcode Dream Trust, Postcode Global Trust, Postcode Green Trust, Postcode Heroes Trust, Postcode Planet 

Trust, People’s Postcode Trust and Postcode Sport Trust. These Trusts are funded entirely by players and 

support a variety of good causes. For further information on each charity, visit: 

www.postcodelottery.co.uk/charities 

• 50p from every £2 ticket goes to good causes and players have raised £66.4 Million for good causes across the 

country 

• There are five draws a month with prizes every day and each ticket costs £2 – paid monthly in advance by direct 

debit. For further prize information, visit: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes  

• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 

• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by calling 

0808 10-9-8-7-6-5. 
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